
CHIRON
MITTEILUNGEN

DER KOMMISSION FÜR 
ALTE GESCHICHTE UND 

EPIGRAPHIK 
DES DEUTSCHEN 

ARCHÄOLOGISCHEN 
INSTITUTS

Sonderdruck aus Band 51 · 2021

 DE GRUYTER



Inhalt des 51. Bandes (2021)

Francisco Arias de Haro – Borja Díaz Ariño – Alejandra Guzmán 
Almagro, Una nueva defixio latina conservada en el Museo Arqueológico de Linares 
(Jaén, España) y las defixiones con forma de tabula ansata

Nicolai Futás, Eubulos jenseits von Isokrates und Xenophon. Eine Neubewertung im 
Kontext fiskal- und gesellschaftspolitischer Umbrüche im spätklassischen Athen

Tibor Grüll, «With spiritual writings and Homeric words». A Hypsistarian soothsayer 
in fourth-century Phrygia

Klaus Hallof, Alte und neue Inschriften aus Olympia III

Sophie Minon, La langue de la sentence des trois juges de Pellana: une koina 
diplomatique achéenne faiblement éléisée

Peter Thonemann, Estates and the Land in Hellenistic Asia Minor: An Estate Near 
Antioch on the Maeander

Hans-Ulrich Wiemer, Coinage and Currency in Ostrogothic Italy: Did Theoderic 
and his successors have an economic or monetary policy?

Jeroen W. P. Wijnendaele – Michael P. Hanaghan, Constantius heros (ILCV 
66) – An elegiac testimony on the decline of the Late Roman West

Reinhard Wolters, Gab es eine Finanzkrise in den späten Jahren des Augustus? 
Münzprägung, Soldaten und Finanzströme im frühen Prinzipat

Michael Wörrle, Epigraphische Forschungen zur Geschichte Lykiens XIII: Die 
Weinbergstiftung eines ptolemäischen Burgkommandanten von Limyra

Bernhard Woytek, Die clades Lolliana, eine übersehene Legendenvariante auf 
Denaren des Augustus und das Gelübde pro salute et reditu des Jahres 16 v. Chr.



TIBOR GRÜLL

«With spiritual writings and Homeric words» 
A Hypsistarian soothsayer in fourth-century Phrygia

1. Roman Phrygia: a unique epigraphic culture and religious environment

People of the villages and small towns of Roman Phrygia are known to us thanks to 
an astonishing abundance of Greek and Latin inscriptions on stone, mostly votive and 
funerary monuments, and almost all dating to the later Roman Imperial and late an-
tique periods. Roman Phrygia had a unique epigraphic culture in many ways.1 Peter 
Thonemann has argued that while a number of Phrygian cities were monumental-
ized during the Roman period, the Phrygian society ultimately remained decentral-
ized, politically fragmented and primarily agrarian.2 What is striking at first glance is 
the high proportion of beautifully crafted and ornamented tombstones (doorstones, 
funerary stelae and altars) with an astoundingly high number of metrical epitaphs 
written in Greek epic vocabulary even in the countryside. Most of these funerary 
monuments were erected in the second and third centuries C.  E., which is completely 
in line with the peak of «epigraphic habit» throughout the Roman Empire.3 It was 
unusual for funerary inscriptions to indicate religious status anywhere before the third 
century C.  E., but in Phrygia they often reflect religious affiliations of the deceased, 
whether the individual was a worshipper of the Greco-Roman gods, or a member of 
the Jewish or Christian community. There were four deities that Stephen Mitchell 
treats as fundamental to the people of Phrygia: Zeus (addressed with many bynames), 
the Mother Goddess (also called Kybele), and a peculiar twin-god called «Holy and 
Righteous» ( Ὅσιος καὶ Δίκαιος). Another surprising feature is that both Jews and 
Christians openly confess their religious affiliations before and after the Constantin-
ian shift; in addition, naturally, also using the common symbols (menorah, ethrog, 
lulav – Christogram, fish, cross etc.) on their epitaphs. There were also sub-regions 
within this historical region of Central Anatolia where these religions coexisted rela-
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